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Transcript of the ikea nal Military 

in the matter of the Unite 

The French Republic, th 

Britain and Northern 

Soviet Socialist Republics against 
Hermann Wilhelm Georing et al, Defendants. sitting 
at Nurnberg Germany, on June 22, 1946, 7900-1700, 
Lord Justice Lawrence, presiding. 


THE PRESIDENT : Dr. von Iuedinghausen, the Tribunal sees that you have 


a supplementary request for an additional witness, Avbassador Francois Ponoet, 


is that so, and for some additional documents 

T LUEDINGEAUSEZ Yes, Mr, President, 
reference to tho application applying to Francois Poncet, meko tho following 
remarks. Tho Ambassador, Francois Poic has in the meantime replied to tho 
subpoena which he has received and I h had his lattor two days ago through 
the Fronch delegation, though only a co thereof. 3 Fronch Prosecution, 
however, have promised me that the criginal will be put before ths Tribunal 
and they have no j just as the British delegation have no objections 
to Franccis Po 

1 you mean. 

IGEAUSEN ho lotto sing used, yes. Tho calling cf the 

witness and the mination of the witness will, thorofcro , be superfluous 
application likewise. 
convenient course to tho Tribunal, subject, 


any question of relevance ii 


to the documents which y^u are 
to those or not ? 
IGHAUSSN ٤ 
already crossad c The two do 
have bj L to 
were not being 3 ny docu 


5 


THE PRESIDENT ) he documen s ne the Prosecution appear to 
o cbjected to three o lem J0 not know whether that is true or not, 
VON LUEDINGHAUSEN : Two, 93 and 110 from my document books 
objected to and I have dropped then, 
I beg your pardon, I was 


dropped them, that is all right, You nay contin 
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IR. VON LUEDINGEAUSEN : Mr. President, may I first ^f all Say that vp 
to now the translaticns have only been completed for document book numbor ones 
That, I think, is already available, The others, however, have not yot been 
completed, I should nevertheless like to be permitted firt cf all to state 
the numbers of the documents and use them in corresponding questions, giving 
their numbers, of course, and secondly, possibly to be allowed to quote short 
Passages from them so that tha connection May remain intact and will save us 
from submitting tho documents again when the dscumont is translated, which 
after all would be a superflucus period sf time, 


TEE PRESIDENT 3 Do you mean to uso the documents before you have 


DR. VON LUZDINGHAUSZN ¢ No, in the oo of the oxarination, 
THE PRESIDENT : Yes — then you propose to call tho defendant 7 


DR. VOI LUEDINGHAUSEN ¢: I should like permission to do so, 
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In February 1910 the ocial D‏ 


emoc 


? rejoin the diplomatic Service, I did So, with the roc... 
tion that I night naintain my politic attitude, md then I besar2 


oT te: m 3 à A سے‎ z 9534 e ىم‎ $ 
ambassador to Dei. rk, whore my princs.al task vas to handle the cifficulty 
that we had with Dennark because of tho so-called Schleswig question, 
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13 * 1 
In Yecember 1921 I became the ambassador to the uirinal in Rome, where 
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I remained until 1930. There I ex: “anced the Fascist “evolution, with its 
bloody events and effects. At the outset I had several arguments with Muss- 
olini, which gradually, however, develcped into considerable confidence which 
he on his part had in me, 

Durinz the first world war I was a captain in a grenadier regiment, and 
in December 1914 I was decorated for bravery befcre the enemy with the 
Cross, First Class. I was w unded, and thereupon I was returned t: my 
ment in Constantinople. 

“hat is your attitude toward church and reli-icn? 

A AS I have already told you, I was educated 28 a 
and at all times I have consicered the Vhnristian Church and Christian morals 
to be the basis cf the state. Again and again I tried tc Suppress the anti- 
church attitude of certain circles of the “arty when talking to Hitler, In 
the case of excesses committed by rarty or’ anizations and indivicuals azainst 
the church and the cloisters and so on, I have always, so far as I was able, 
tried to suppress them and have intervened, 

Di, VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: Vr, fresicent, h this connection I should 
like to draw your attention to the affidavit -iven by ircvincial Bishop Wurm 
at Stuttgart, and I sh uJ? like to quote from it. This affidavit is Number 1 
in my document book number 1, I quote 3 

"I met Herr von Neurath at the time of the church strus:;le..I thoucht 
that l might turn tc him because he came from the same c unty as I did md 
because he was a descendant of a family which was friendly toward the rrotest- 
ant churches. His father was a member of the *rovincial Synod, I have not 
bsen disappointed in this confidence. He has received me frequently and often 
has arranged for c nferences between myself and other members of the Reich 
Cabinet, In particular, he helped me in the autumn cf 1934, together with the 
Minister of Justice Dre of Interior Dr. Frick and the Reich Minister of Just- 
ice Dr, Guertner, wien there were illegal interventions on the part of Reich 
Bishop Ludwig Mueller and when, because of resistance against the domination 
of the churches throuch the German Christians, I had been removed from my 


office and interned in my apartment. He achieved my release from detention 
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and my re-instatement as Bishop. He also broucht about a discussion in the 
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R ich Chancellery, s the result of which was that the illegal legislation 


which the Reich Bishop had been responsible for was withdrawn, Also in later 
2 I 


pericüs of the church struggle, + always found a friendly reception and the 


fullest understandins on his part for the requests of the church," 
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I 8 assume, therefore, th:.t at this moment I need not read from 
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the document. The document as wuch is Exhibit No. 8 in my document book, 
BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: 
Did you lieht=henrtedly decide to follow von Hindenhu:h's call 

and take that difficult post, probably difficult in those days? 

A No, no, not at alle I was not in tho least bit keen about taking 
over that tricky post of Foreign Minister, I should have liked very much 
to remain at my nost as ambassador in London, bcoavse I had a very excellent 
position with reference both to the sovern. nt end tho royal family, 
and I was hoping therefore, that I should be able to be of servico to both 
countries, Great Britain and Germar `e 

However, I could not simply overlook Hindenburg's appeal, but even 
then I decided only when I had had a lengthy versonal di sion with ×ط‎ 
during which I stated my own ideas regarding German policy to him, and during 
which I assured myself of his support for the peaceful aims and the sim of 
equality for Germmye There should to a strengthening of his position 
withih Germzy, and there was to be a reestablishing of Gorcany ts entirc 

oienty. 

LUEDIY HAUSEN: May I in this connection refer to a 
docu-:nt already quoted? It is the affidavit of the former ambassador 
Pruofer, which I have included in my document book vader No, 4, May I 
quote from this document, subepara; ` whict fars the apnointment 
of the defendant by Hindenburg? In my Ger--n text, th 

ictionaries of tho Foreign Office none 
of whom at that time were in sympat. y with “ational Social sm, it wa 


welll known fact that when appointi:.: Hitler as Reic] 
had, so to Speak, attached the condition that Neurath should remain in 
office as Foreign "lristor, Baron Neurath was in no way anxious to obtain 
it in 1932, On the cont ary, as early as 1929, 
asked him to as3->%$ the ministerial post, he had deolined 
on the ground that, hot being a member of a party andtthus being wi tho: 
party sunport, he could not consiier his appointment to a ministry os 


o 


Suitable in a country ruled accordis, to the parliamentary principle. It 


€ 


was not until 1932, when Reich Presider, von Hindenburg, whom he venerated 
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deeply, formed his first soecalled »esidential cabinet, thet Journth dropped 
his scruples and entered the cabinet as foreign minister, 
BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: 
Q hat was your judgment on the inner political situation at the 

A The development of party conditions in 1932 had come to a hen to 
such an extent that I was of the opinion that there were obviously only two 
possibilities: Either there would have to he some participation of the 
National Socialist Party, Which had »rown considerably in the government, 
or should this demand he turned dovm, there would have to be civil war. 

The details regarding the formation of the government in 1933 and also 
the details of Hitler's seizure of powcrchave been described by the 


defendant von Papen. 
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۹ Yes, but what judagme“s aid you apply, what was ycur 
attituäe towards Hitler, the Ni ional Socialists generally and the 
ocisiists' idea in p'.iicular, what vas your opinion 
about the Part 
A I didn't know Hitler personally. Tis mothoäs of tie 
Perty during their fight for power in the State weri dispised by 
mee So. of then, particularly in the social Sphere, appeared good 
to me and others I considered t» be a phenomena of a revolution 
wiich I thought would dwindle 7radually, as had observed it to 
happen during the an revolution in 1918 and later curing the 
F seist revolution in i5cls Glso. ON 
lem; in any case, I considered 
S Gecisive role nlared by Hitler in the National 
jy, in German foreign policy 
considered by me to be wrong an 
Germany but leas f € li n terests of German 
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how much concern and aversion ho felt toward the progressively 
more extreme tendency in German internal and foreign policy." 


Mr. President, nay I also beg the Tribunal to take judicial 


notice of the interrogatory ۶ہ‎ Count Schwerin Krosigk, the former 


«eichsminister of Finance, whic.. is contained in my äosument book 
under No. 25, 
BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: 

۹ Now, first, to ^ome to your foreign political ideas, 
thouzhts and principles, what was your attitude towards the Treaty 
of Versailles and the League of Nations? 

A In the numerous aná impossible rules of the Versailles 
Treaty which was bringing disorder to the econonic System of the 
entire world, we find the roots of National Socialism and in that 
way the causes of the Second 170210 War, By combining this Treaty 
with the League of Netions and by making the League of Nations, she 

say, the guardian of this Trsaty, its original purpose, namely, 
that of creating understanding amongst the nations and preserving 
tho poaco, became impossible. The Charter allowed for the i- 
bility. When the United States ` ad withdrawn from participating 
and when Russi. and lator Japan were also Standing 
So-callod League of Nations, its majority consisted only of 2 meet- 
ing of interosted parties who w ^c interestod in maintaining the 
atus quo, of status quo, mind you, which had been created by 
Treaty of Versailles. Instead of removing the tension 
which appeared again and again, it was the aim of this League not 
to alter the existing state of affairs at all--that a great and liv- 
ing netion discriminated against, as it was by the Versailles Treat: 
could not stand for this; that ون‎ something which any statesman 
a little farsighted would recognize and it was not only in 
that it was pointed out 5212 and again that this would 
a nasty end. Even Coneva4 however, the playground cf bril- 
orators and politicians, vos deaf to that argument. Tt is 
an undeniable historic fact that German foreign policy under all 
governments pr?ceding Hitler's : s aiming at a lange in the Treaty 


of Versaillos, ough exclusively by peaceful means, 
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he injustice of the Troaty of Versailles; as the prosecution have 


adopted tho attitudo which they have, the Tribunal will regard thos. 


historical documents but tho matter is really irre levant. 


ai 


Tic only quostion is whether the defendants have attempted to over- 


turn the Treaty of Versailles by force. We a not concerned with 


tho justice or injustico, 
DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: I know, Mr. President, and that wasn't 


son why I submitted the document. I did not wish to state 


D 


with referonce wanted to 


ostablish the fact that covornmo ad had thc 
with poacoful moans which my clicnt later pursuod in his capa 
or also, so that under his direction, 


fore, thore were n hanges whatovor in tho tendency and 7 


Germany's foreign policy with reference ta foreign powers. That 


the only reason 


1ausen, but all the evi- 
denco that the defendant has boen giving in the last fow minutes 


was criticism of the injustice of the Treaty of Vorsaillos. 


DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN.: S iat was his general introdcutio: 


but now we aro only trying to provo the oontinuity of this policy. 


BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSZN; 


regaräing tho continuation of 


چا 
the foreign policy of i Reich, with reference to the .questions‏ 


1 


which wo have just treated or dcalt with? 


solution for tho various 


> Y Tar mul ہم‎ "ME اہ یں مر‎ M A A ; wi 5 
cal problom could only bo achicved by peaceful moans and step by 


v 


1 


step. Lt S a prerequisito, of course, that there should be com- 
equality for Germany in every sector 


therefore includes tho military field. It 


toration of sovereignty in the entire Reich and the end to any äis- 
crimination. To achieve this, at any rato, would bo the first task 
Gormanyts foreign policy. 
DR. VON LUEDINGHAUS M resident, in this connection, I 


nould once more like to refer you to the affidavit from Ambassador 
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Dr. Prucfer, which is 1 in my document book and I should like, 
with permission of al, to_quote for tho purpose of ünäer- 
statenent* just made by the defendant. 

international understanding, 
in contradiction with the fact that 

Herr von Neu 1 for a revision of the 

ing from ersaille rea Howeve 1e wanted to brinz 

about e ji ve oug egotiations, in no case by force. 

his utterances and directives, which as his assistant I 


in that direction. The fact that Baron Neurath con- 


a defender of the peace erhaps best illustra- 
he maäe when leaving the 
at that time among a s group of n colleagues tha 
probably meant by 
transferred from 


hands into those of r 
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Q Mr. von Neurath, you agreed entirely with Hindenbere regarding total 
refusal of the employment of force for the purpose of achioving this aim of 
yours, namely, the changes you wished to be made in tho Troaty of Versailles, 
and you did consider the achisvement of that a possibility and you were a 
convinead opponent of any military conflagration, which you considored the 
greatest misfortume not only for Germany but for the entire world ? 

A Yes. Germany and the whole world were still suffering from a terrible 
economic crisis which had been caused by the rogulations of tha Treaty of 
Versailles. Any further military steps, therefore, could only lead to a huge 
disaster. 

Q On the 2nd of Juno, 1922, a fow days efter you had started your new 
activities as Foreign Minister, the meeting of the so-called Restoration 
Commission began in Lausanne end you and the new Reich Chancellor, von Papen, 
Participated, Will you tell us very briefly what tho purpcse of that confer- 
ence was ? 

A The reparations imposed by the Treaty of Versailles, which had never 
been definitsly fixed, were now to be removed formally or to be docided clear 
ly in their final sun, an aim which was actually achieved, 

Q At the same time, wasn't there a meeting cf the Disarmament Conference 
at Geneva ? 

A Yos, at almost tha same tins these negotiations wore also taking 
Place, 

DR. VON LUEDIZGHAUSEN ¢: wr. President, in this connection, and for tho 
purpose of genera erstanding, I should like to point out to you that the 
institution cf the Disarmament Conference goes back to a rosclution passed by 
the League cf Nations cn the 25th of September, 1928, during which the close 
connection between international security — that is to say peace, the Peace 
of Europe in general ہے‎ end the limitation of armament in &enoral was being 
enphasizod. In this connection, I should like to draw your attenticn to the 
text of the rescluticn passed by the League of Nations, which has No,83 in my 
document book. That is on Page 90 of Document Book 2, 

BY DR. VOX LEUDINGEAUSEN : 
Q Can you give us a brief account of the events at these disarmament 


negotiations ? 
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A Yes, but then of course to give you a brief account is very difficult, 
The Disarmament Conference had baen ersatod by tha Leagua of Nations fer the 
purpcse cf taking care of the disarmamont of ell states, which was provided 
for in article 8, and which was to bo tho basis fir tha German disaruanent 
which had alraady been carried cut by 1927, Tha neg tiaticns during that 
Disarmament Cenferenco, and in spite cf objections raisad by Germany 's 
Faprosentatives, wore adjourned however. Tho previous negctiations and this 
adjournment made it abundantly Clear, oven at that early stage, that those 
states which had nct disarmed were nct Prepared to carry through their own 
disarmament in &coordanco with the 8221168513 moasuras and methods of Germany's 
Previcus disarmanent, At this timo a resolution which was Proposed became 
inacceptibla to Germany and the Gernen Representative received his instructions, 
therefore, to declare that Germany woula not participate in tha nagctiations 
of the Disarmament Confarenca any mre until tha equal Participation of 
Germany in the results of the conference should be recognized, 

THE PRESIDENT s Dr. von Iuedinghauson, Shall wa edjourn now ? 

IR, VON LUHDIHGHAUSEN : Yos, Mr, President, 

( A recess was takon,) 


IR. VON LUSDINGHAUSEN P$ Me, President, in regard to the gussticn just 
answerad, I shculd lika to rofer to various documents and ask you to take nota 


of then. I have submitted, in Ly document book Nc,2, under No. 40, excorpts 
from tho German memorandum of the 29th of August, 1952; excerpts from an 
interview of von Neurath with the roprosontativo -f the (W.T.B.), tho official 
news bureau of the Gorman Raich, No, 45 of Docuzent Book 2$ an excerpt from a 
lotter of the Defendant to the Presidont of tho Disarmament Conferenco, No. 43 
of ny Document Book No. 23 and finally, I should like to refer to 8 Speech of 
the German representative in Geneva at the Disarmament Oonferenco, which is 

No. 39 in ny Document book, which shows the development ana the attitude of tho 
Dufondant and also the German policy toward tho disarmament negotiaticns which 


were started on tho 16th at the Disarmament Conference, 


DJ 
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BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: 

Qe re von Neurath, in the documents submitted you emphasized that the 
disarmament question must be solvad exclusively by neaceful means, and that 
no force could be usede Was this aetually your conviction and did it re- 
present the line of your polioy? 

Yes. During the whole period when I was Reich Foreign Minister, 
means were used which wore not the general practice and permittod intcr- 
nationally. 

Qe On the 16th, the negotiations in thc disarmament conference were 
bekin again. (hat was the result of this meeting of the disarmament con- 
ference? 

Ae First, tho discrmament conference dwindled away, but later a so-oalle 
Five-Power Statement was issued in December 1932. } statement referr 
to Germany's claim for equal rights, and the listing of discriminations, 
recognized the Germm claimse 

After this Five-Powcr Statement, the League of Nations Council ree 

Germany's equal rights were recognized for all timc. Therefore, from 

Versailles Treaty with reference to the obligation undertaken by 
signatury powers for rencral Cisarmament, Germany could put into effect 
her right to resi; To this Five-Power Declaration, the prerequisite was 
given of Germany's takinc part in the disarmament conference. 
DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSENs Mr, Prosident, I should like to refer to the text 


B : : $ 
of the "ive-Powor Declaration on the 11th f December 1932, 


my Document Book Noe 2e “hat was the time before the seizure of power. Now, 


anuary 1933 Hitler was appointed Reich Chancellor and then there was the 
50-6051160 seizure of powe by the NSDAP. 
BY DR. VON LUEDINGHAU 


^ 


le Now, did you participate in any form whatever in this seizure of 


power, in the appointment of Hitler as Reich Chancellor? 


No, ad no p in any stare of the nerotiations regarding the 


appointment of Hitler as Reich Chancellor. No one, not even the Reich Prosido 


1 


and certainly no party leader asked me for my opinion. I had no close 
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relations with any party leador, especially the leaders of the Notional 
“ocialist Party. Goering and Papen have testified to that effect here. 

©. hat feelings did you have on this question of the appointment of 

Hitler as Reich Chancellor, in other words, the seizure of power by the Party? 

I had misgivings, but as I said at the beginning, in view of the 
party situation and the impossibility of forming a government arainst the 
National Socialists, I saw no other possibility unless one wanted to start a 
civil war, about the outcome of which there could he no doubt in viow of the 
large number of followers of 

of your attitude which you have just cx- 

pressed, did you remain Reich Foreirn Minister in the newly formed Hitler 
Government? 

it the express desire of Hindenbure. 

DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: I should like to refer to tho affidavit of 
Baroness Ritter, No. 3 in my Yocument Book’ 1 which has already been mentioned, 
and with the permission of the court I should like to read a short passare 
from it, 

"When in the year 1933 a new government was formed under Hitler as 
Reich Chancellor, Hindenburg made the condition to Hitler that Neurath would 

remain Minister for Foreign Affe in accordance with this, 
Hindenburg asked Neurath bo stay, and Neurath fulfilled Hindenbure's request 
in accordance with his previous Promise. I know thst 
of time frequently harbored considerable misgivings, 
that it was his patriotic duty to romaine 
"In this connection, an especially fitiinr: comnarison with a large ro 

mind, which right in the middle of the river can decrease th 
force of tho ronring current, while on the shore it would remain without 
influence. He frequently stated, 'If the Germans often wonder 
cooperating with this government, then they always think only 
conditions without appreciating how much disaster in exci 


able to prevent. Thoy forget what strength it takes to 


Hitler through the wall of tho "Myrmidons"." 
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vance through that to Hitler. 
DR. VON LUEDINGHAU 
o you know for what ress Hindenburg wantec 
Hitler Cabine 
secure thi 


er from ras 


AA 


- 0025 





22 Junc-M-CES-7-4 Bublcy 


de "hat did Hindenburg answer? 

ae He told me that I would have to make this sacrificc; otherwise, he 
would not have a quict hour. Hitler had no expericnce in forcign politics. 

*. Did you, for tris reason, decide to join Hitler's cabinot? 

Yes. ‘ho Enlish Prosecution, Sir David, in the session cf March 1 
of this year, asserted that through joining the cabinet of Hitler I had sold 
my honor and reputation. I will not commont onthis serious insult. 

DP. VON LUEDINGHAUSZN: Mr. President, I should liko ts quote a sinrle 
sentonce from the diary of danrassntor Dod, which is No. 13 in mv document 
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convinced that he approvad tha continuation of this policy and was honest, 
knew war and dia not want to have another war, 
DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSEN I should like once moro to refer to the 


affidavit of Ambassador Pruefer, number h in my document book one and 


the permission cf the Court I should liks t > quote the following : 


"This policy was not in contradiction with the fact that Herr von 
Neurath also strove for a revision of the hardshi: PS resulting from the 
Versailles Treaty. However, he wanted to bring this about exclusively 


through neg. in no case by for rco, 


you not road this already ? 
DR, VON LUEDINGHAUSEN : Yos. I want to read another passage, 
rtain that Baron Hourath, as woll as other career officials 


in the Foreign Office s had no ci e knowledge of any possible plans for 


violence on Hitler's parte On the contrary, during the 


chango of government one lent 


v 


ations of peaceful intentions 


t tolrins ab out 


2 


3 och 1 ` T a مم٦‎ ^ 
higher circles of ne Party, whorc 


continuo reapi ng eneap 1: LS without war through the 


Surprise. It 


not until later that < 
their owm luck 


unrostraino l his imme liate 


entourage only later to includ of political 


power, Vie, the functionarie us Baron von 


only gra ‘ually, as 


very few functi maries 


ed into the Party whi 


treat 
the office, including the recently with 
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IHE PRESIDENT +; Dr. Luedi really argument ? You 


|t great length, 
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VON LUEDINGHAUSIN: I have already 


LDITGHAUSBN: 
Did you yourself sce in tho P ar J prograi of tho 


Sociclists any intontion or will for war with othor 


No. Contrary to 
not gain in truthfu 
ontion to resort to 
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سا lord‏ 
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discrinina tory 
terms of the treaty wi 
foroign policy. T vo clroody 
covornuüoprts which had oreceded tho Nati - Sociclists had had 
objective, I can not | hor > C.n deduce any inton- 
Ugérossivo war if c peop NEN 0 co itsolf 
burdon of cn vnjust treaty, on conditio: 
by poaceful i 
1 Qa liko to add thet thei c foroign policy 
I ropresented until tho Ko ab | ojal f 1937 whon I hed 


13ن 


Before, thoro had been no 


Germany 
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A V French note was addres sd the En-lish government as an 
answer to an English inquiry, and to a german memorandum of 13 march 193l, 
which had spoken of continuation of negotiations. It refers toaspeechin the 
Berlin press which was just wenticnec. With this French notes the effort 
in the disarmament question f:ils | hec:.ıse cf the attitude of the French 
zovermnent, 

DR. VON LUEDINGHAUSENs I £.. “1d like to refer tc various documents 
which I have submitted in my docunent book 3: No. 66, excerpt from a speech 
the Belzian Prime Minister Brougueviile, of March, 1924; an 
the Clary of Ambassador Dodd, Noe 63; en, Nu. 70, 
of the French Go "nment, which vas j < tioned, 
of ihe 17th of April, 1934: the speec 
defencant, to representatives of the < 
Noe 7l in my ..ocument sock; finally, 
American Celegate at the disarmament canî ar 
29th of May, 193, 
PRESIDENT: Did you -ive 
VON LUEDINGHAUSEN: Tae 


PRESIDENT: Yes,e 


questicn, perhaps I may c~ment 


prosecution sh we? me a speech of Hitler's cf the 


5 


n 


I September, 1939, to the commar rS in chief of the army in which he 
of political and orcznizationa: easures viich preceded th 

THE PRE: (DENT: You say that was on the 23rd of September? 

-E WITNESS: The 23rd cf September, yes; 1939, 


The prosecution spea'3 of resignation fromthe Lea-ue cf Nations 


nd the disarmament conference, for ag ressive intentions 


existed at that time, and charges me w.th thiv. As I have repeatedly empha 


up to 1937 there was no question at any time cf any intention orpreparaticn 


for ag ressione 


The speech mentioned by the rosecution was made by Hitler six years 
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efter these events, and one and a half years after my resicnation as foreign 


ministere It is clear that in the case of a man like Hitler, these events 


at such a moment after the victcricus end of the Polish war appesred different 
1 actually been. Thess events cannot be judged from the da 
of the speech any more than German policy today, but they must be recarded from 
the point of view of the time at which they took place, 
And now in answer to your question I will say this. In my opinion, 


+ 


sasons were more cr less from the fact that in the course of this ree 
tic negotiation, it had Leen shown that Encland and Italy were 
no loncer uncon itionally behind France and were no 1 nger willing t: 

meets zntagonistic attitude towards equal richts for Germai 


هم 


int of view was held by the neutral states, Denmark, Spain, 


in a note ad ressed to the disarmament conference of l4 April 1934, 
France apparently feared oeing isolated and thus falling into the cancer f 
being unable tc maintain here refusal t disarm. I myself commented on this 
a mee on the part cf France fromthe German point of view in my Speech to 
the German press on 27 April, 193k. 
NGHAUSEN : 
were the further consequences of 
pril, inher own foreign poli : 251 attitude? 
alter this n te, the French foreicn minister, Louis 
iertock a trip to the East t5 Warsaw and ague was socn evidenced 
purpose of this trip to Pol: 
opportunities for resuming diplomatic relat 
countries and cthe countries, the so called little Entente, 


the way for the inclusion cf Russia in European politics, 


Bath u!s efforts were successful. Poland and Czecho vakia resumed 
diplomatic relations with Russiae On his second trip, Bathou returned with 
the permission of all the states of the little Entente for the Eastern pact 
suggested by France and Russia, 

Were not negotiations uncertaken at the same time for an Eastern 
pact which later was an instrument against Germany? 


Yes. I just mentioned it, An Eastern pact was worked out. We 


۷ 
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jd. the basic principle, but we vore t- undertake obligations which we 
dull not keep, namely an obligation to sive aid in all cases of conflict 
which might develop between the Easteru peoples. We were in no position to 
do this, and the plan failed, 

DR. VON LUEDINGHSUSEN : May I refer in this connection to tis 
three documents in my document وط‎ No. T2, an official communiqué on the 
Warsaw talk of the French foreign minister of the 2lth of April, 19345 io. 135 

official communigue on the Prague t.lk of the French foreicn minister on 
e/th of April, 1934, and an excer.i from a Speech of the French foreign 
minister of the :^th cf May 1931. 
BY DR. VON LUEDING.AUSENs 

What was your further poli afi > abrupt breaking off of 

negotiations by this French no? 

A From Warsaw, our country entered into negotiaticns with the 
dividual powers to obtain a practical recognition of equal rights and 
unuerstancing with all peoples for really permament permanent peace. 
had given the German missions abrozd we assignment tc carry on talks 
this effect with the respective coverrr ents, 

In order to start the talks again, Hitler had decided to 
an invitation of Mussolini for a frien!ly talk in Venice, The purpos 
meetin:, as Mussolini later said. wae to attempt to Cisperse the clouds on tre 
political horizcn of Europes 

A few days after his return fror Venice, Hitler mace an inporiant 
Speech in wich ho reaffirmec Germany's will for weace, 

DR. VC. LUEDINGHAUSEN: Mr. President, I shuld like to refer t 
my Cocument no, 80 in the Document Bock 3, which is an excerpt fromthis 
Hitler speech in Gera on the 17*1 of J 3e, ,ا193‎ 

Viculd ycu like to break of^ now, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Luedinrhausen, the Tribural hopes thet 
whm you continue, you will be able to deal in less detail with this 
history which, of course, is very well nom to everyone who 
it, and particülarly to the Tribunal wr» have heard it all gone into 


DR. LUEPINGEAUSEN: I shall endeavor to do so, Mre Presideni. 


(The Tribunal adjourne ur tu eh June 1946 at 1000 hours). 
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